Introduction
Nepal is a small landlocked country, bordering India to the south, east and west and China to the north. Geographically, its area is 147,181 square kilometers and it is divided into three ecological belts; Mountain, Hill and Tarai from north to south respectively. The northern mountain (or Himalayas) region comprises approximately 35 percent of total area of the country. Elevation here is above 3000m, with Mt. Everest peaking at 8848m. The central strip of the country, which comprises about 42 per cent of land area, is known as the hills. The elevation here ranges from 600 to 3000m. This area is characterized by the Mahabharata range and the Churia hills, but also with many rivers and valleys. The remaining 23 percent of the country is known as the Tarai region, the southern belt of the country, ranging from sea level to 300m (Lietan, 2012) .
Demographics of Nepal depicts that children age below 16 years constitute 41 percent of Nepal's population and 29 percent of Nepali children do not have access to primary education. Of these, 36 percent do not go to school, 26 percent of them male and 49 percent female (Singh, 2013) . Although it is often argued that for a developing countries like Nepal, the prevalence of child labour is compulsion and that if children do not work, it will be very difficult for their families to make ends meet, the truth is in such thinking that has ensured the continuity of this social evil by making the authorities co placement about child labour.
The definition of child labour constitutes any act where children between the age of 5 and 14 years are directly or indirectly forced to work at home or outside it. As consequences, children are not only deprived of their dignity but also their freedom to play, and their scope to develop physically, mentally and emotionally is lost. These children are also denied education, which is a fundamental right and should be available to them under any circumstances. It is unfortunate that even today the problem of child labour is generally prevalent in the rest of the world (Baraga, 2002) .
For many years, child labour has been one of the biggest obstacles to economic development. It is a challenge and long-term goal to abolish all forms of child labour in many countrires. In developing countries, it is considered as a serious issue these days. Child labour refers to children who miss their childhood and are not able to have the basic amenities which a child should have. Recently, the International labour Organization (ILO, 2013) estimated that there are around 215 million children between the ages five to fourteen who work worldwide. They are often mistreated and work for prolonged hours, in very bad conditions. This can affect their health physically, mentally and emotionally. These children do not have the basic rights like access to school or health care.
Objectives, Hypothesis and Methods
The overall objective of this paper is to explain the economic causes of child labour in Nepal. Specifically, it aims to explore economic background of their household in term of land holding size and explain the association between the occupation of father and mother and child labour. The null hypothesis of the research is therefore there is no associate between landholding size, occupation of parent and child labour.
In order to obtain the objectives the data were collected and tabulated from structural questionnaire from Kathmandu metropolitan and Bharatpur submetropolitan cities. The major areas were small tea shops, carpet factories, rag piking, agriculture field, brick kilns, motor cycle repairs center and other concern field of employment.They were selected on the basis of convenient sampling. 235 child labours were selected for the study from two cities of Nepal. Out of 235, 20 were taken from carpet weaving from Kathmandu. 75 child labours were selected from small tea shops of two cities (52 from Kathmandu and 23 from chitwan). Similarly 53 child labours were taken from motor cycle service centers (37 from Kathmandu and 16 from Bharatpur), 2 from brick kiln of Kathmandu, 50 child labours from rag picking (34 from Kathmandu and 16 from chitwan) and 35 child workers from agriculture firms (21 from Kathmandu and 14 from chitwan). Data wre collected from child labour and some were collected from secondary sources in this study. Collected data were processed through SPSS 20 by converting them in a homogenous data.
Data, Results and Discussion
The information collected from 235 children below of 14 years were selected from different restaurants as the study and convenient sampling technique was applied in the sense that the universe of child labour is indefinite.Date was processed through SPSS where chi-square test taken as a key device to test the condition.
In the context of workshop (repair of motorbikes and cycle), the child labour is doing that work only with the simple food, lodge and dress up to approximately six months without money income but after that nominal money income is given to them. According to the interviewed children their monthly salary ranged from Rs 2500 to Rs 5000.
The child labourers who are working in domestic service and small hotel/restaurants, their wage either very low or no. they are working in these sectors because their parents cannot manage for their food also. Their condition is miserable but they compel to stay and work due to various reasons. Interestingly, some of the employers are really treat them as their own children but they are working hard in their business, known from the sampled child labour in different sectors of Kathmandu and Chitwan. The relation between occupation and their level of income is presented in table-1 on next page.
Child labourers working in various sectors are getting different level of income from those economic activities. Distribution of sampled child labour ( Table-1) shows that domestic, worker is a sector where highest number of children work without getting remuneration. Similarly, in domestic worker, highest (64.5 percent) number of sampled children is working at extremely low level of income. Carpet is that sector associated with low level (65.2 percent) of income from their work. Interestingly, the child labour who are working as a vendor and selling candy flush earning highest (25.0 percent) level of income from their work. Out of 235 interviewed child labourers, 105 sampled child labourers (44.7 percent) are getting low level of income from their harm and long time works. In summary, 71.7 percent (including extremely low and low) sampled child labour are getting low level of income. Age and salary received by them also related to each others. Lower age children have no capacity to do work properly, effectively and efficiently, so that they are basically not given the wages but other facilities essential to continue their respiratory system. When they grow up, they should satisfy with nominal wage by their employers. According to the marginal productivity theory of wage, their wage should equal to their productivity. But in the context of child labour, their wage is less than their productivity.
Child labourers working in different sectors are different in their receiving salary from their economic activities. Income received by child labour on the basis of their age ( Table- 2) revealed that only 6 percent of the total sampled child labour does not receive any economic benefits. Low income is basically by majority of child labour (60.0 percent) in the study of sampled children. Surprisingly, some of them are drawing higher wage even they are at small age group i.e. 6-9 years age. Some of the children are answered higher satisfaction even they are getting lower money income. 
. 1 Land Holding Size and Child Labour
Land is one of the important assets that yield income essential to regulate their normal as well as other expenses. Higher the asset, higher will be the chances of being more income and vice-versa. The relationship between cause and land holding is presented in table-3 on next page. Distribution of child labour across different size of landholding varies widely. Child labour among landless and average/small size holding household is the highest among all. This indicates that the size of landholding of a household is detrimental to causes of child labour. Since the child labour with low family income and food deficiency are in larger number, it has become important reason for being child labour.
Land holding is statistically significant with the causes of child labour in the context of Nepal. There is an association between cause of child labour and land holding by households of working children in this sampled child labour. Since Chi-square value (41.90 ) is highly significant (p=0.000) at 0.01 level of significance average holding of land has a greater chance of being child labour due to low level of family income according to the sampled child labour from various sectors of Nepal. Same cause is dominant in the case of landless and medium holding of land. Interestingly, the child labours from the high land holding size are child labour although the number is quite low due to easy to work in various sectors of Nepal.
Thus, the cause is different according to the size of land holding to be child labour in the context of Nepal. Land size has association to be a child labour. Low size of holding, landless and medium holdings became child labour with the cause of low family income but easy to work is the cause for high size of land holding households. 
. 2 Parent's Occupations and Child Labour
Causes of leaving home are affected by father's occupation of the child workers. Higher income of the family may reduce the chances of being child labour in the society. The association between these two variables is shown in table-4 below. Distribution of child labour across different occupation of father does not vary widely. Child labour among agriculture background father and manual labour is highest among all. There is no significance between these variables. This indicates that father occupation has no significant effect on causes of being child labour.
Although father's occupation seems somehow associated with the causes of child labour in frequency distribution it is statistically insignificant with the causes of leaving home in this sampled child labour working in various sectors of Nepal. Since chi-square value (23.77) is insignificant (P=0.474) at 0.05 level of significance there is no association between causes of leaving home and occupation of the father.
Mother of a family is also the cause of leaving home by the children. Mother occupation and the causes of leaving are interrelated to each others. The relationship is presented as; Distribution of child labour across different occupations of mother varies widely. Causes of leaving home among manual worker and housewife are highest among all. In the table, carpet/restaurants are highest but the frequency is less than 5 so that it is neglected in the time of interpretation. Causes of leaving home by children in father compulsion is significantly varies. If mother occupation is housewife, then there is chances of being child labour (leaving home) is 18.3 percent and if mother is related with manual labour then the chances is almost doubled i.e. 26.1 percent.
Mother's occupation is statistically significant with the causes of leaving home by the children in the context of Nepal. There is an association between causes of leaving home by the children and mother occupation of working children in this sampled child labour. Since chi-square value (37.62) is statistically significant (P=0.038) at 0.05 level of significance, there is difference in causes of leaving home on the basis of their mother occupation.
Thus it can be said that the child labour also determined by the occupation of their mother.
. Food Sufficiency and Child Labour
Children are not interested to leave home in their early age. It is due to various circumstances in their life. They are from marginal land holding family and landless family so that they have no sufficient food grains required to their family. Parent should take loan to feed their children and it is difficult to pay in the future. Children ultimately leave the home and start to work in hazardous and nonhazardous sectors. In the sampled child labour, the relationship between these two variables can be explained as shown in table-6 on next page. Distribution of child labour across different food sufficiency condition varies widely in the sampled child labour. Child labour among insufficient food production household is highest among all the categories. This indicates that the food sufficiency condition of a household is detrimental to cause of child labour. Since the child labour with food insufficiency household in large number it has became an important cause of being child labour. Food sufficiency is statistically significant with the causes of leaving home by children in the context of Nepal. There is an association between these two variables after an analysis of sampled child labour. Since chi-square value (39.95) is highly significant (P=0.000) at 0.01 level of significance, there is difference in causes of leaving home by the children on the basis of food sufficiency.
. 4 Household Income and Child Labour
Income is taken as important factor that affects level of consumption and other macro economic variables. Higher level of income is the symbol of household prosperity in the sense that all demand of their member can manage by the household head. In this sampled child labour, the association between these variables is explained on the basis of crosstab and chi-square value. 
Conclusions
In the modern period, various conventions, laws and commitment are formulated and implemented but the condition of using children as main sources of labour unchanged. The case of underdeveloped countries is so chronic because poverty, illiteracy and unemployment are the key features of these nations that are the crucial factors to increase the use of children in work. But in developed countries, there is the lesser use of child labour in present days. In the world, south Asia, Latin America and Africa are highly affected by poverty also the problem of child labour is immense in these continental parts. In these parts of the world, there is still the provision of selling and mortgaging of children to pay the debt that has taken for the fulfillment of daily basic requirements. Thus, child labour remained at larger practice in all countries all over the world. However, child labour varies according to their socio-economic background.
Child labour varies according to their family type, family income, landholding size, loan status of family, class category, parent's education and occupation, caste/ethnic, religious background which can be regarded as important determining variables of child labour in general. economic and health variables are taken into analysis. These aspects are analyzed with respect to age, sex, ethnicity, family income, parent's occupation and land holding of children's parents.
Important reasons for being child labour are five in number in Nepalese context. They are low family income, unemployment of family members, food deficiency, family work burden and easy to work. Among them major reasons seems low family income as about half of the child labour is due to this reason. Furthermore, both boys and girls child labour are in similar percentage in this reason. Similarly, second important reason for being child labour is food deficiency. . Thus there are a number of factors causing child labour in the context of Nepal leading by low family income which is also explained by KausikBasu (1999) and Eric V. Edmund (2007) . But regarding gender aspect of child labour the result in this study contradicts with Bharati and Raynah. Because according to them internal migrant domestic workers are bound by their gender.
There are four major causes of leaving home for child labour. It includes quarrel between their parents, no food at home, support family, and family cause. There are also some other causes reported by interviewed child labour. There are no any types of torture before leaving home which is the second largest condition of working children. However, child labour could have both negative and positive consequences.
As reported by Galli (2000) , child labour can affect negatively a country's long run growth through when they become youth. The child labour especially working in hazardous activities and the lower hygiene associated with scarce education translates in the long run into a less healthy and hence less productive adult labour force, subtracting from long run growth. However, child labourers are getting opportunity, some level of salary, shelter, food facility and to some extent security from owner which are positive consequences of child labour.
